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FROM OUR
PROVINCIAL
Fr. Paul Joseph

Many of us have been privileged to visit
Assisi, the birthplace of St. Francis, and
the beautiful Umbrian countryside that
surrounds it. Viewing the breathtaking
landscape from San Damiano church
we get a glimpse of the inspiration
from which St. Francis wrote his epic
"Canticle of the Creatures" the
Centenary of which we as a Franciscan
family celebrate throughout 2025. The
view was likely even more spectacular
800 years ago when Francis was
convalescing and wrote it. And, while
we know he was almost completely
blind by the time he composed it
Francis saw through the eyes of faith
and gives us a glimpse of what being so
intimately in love with God and all His
creation  should look like: an
outpouring of love and mercy to all
people and all creatures! Some
scholars suggest The Canticle is the
final expression and confession of
Francis' life and summarizes his entire
journey of conformation to Christ. In it,
we can hear the song of praise of his
faith in the fatherhood of God which
proclaims the brotherhood and the
sisterhood and beauty of all creatures.
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This 21st century celebration of the
Canticle of the Creatures should lead
us to examine our personal
relationship with creation... shifting
from possessing it to caring for our
common home. Each of us should take
this year as a wakeup call to how much
we consume and its impact on others.
Let us renew ourselves to embrace an
ascetic life as consecrated men in
obedience to God and solidarity with
the marginalized and poor. Each of us
is called to radically witness the gospel
values of peace, patience, and self-
control in a modern culture that touts
you can have it all! As Pope Francis
reminds us, “The harmony between the
Creator, humanity and creation as a
whole was disrupted by our presuming to
take the place of God and refusing to
acknowledge our creaturely limitations.”
(Laudato Si’, 66)

May our Centenary Celebration of The
Canticle help us to approach each
other and the world in which we live
with a new sense of wonder and grace,
so that we may embrace the bonds
that unite us to all creatures.
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