
the News and Notables of
St. Bonaventure 
Province  
Issue #2 2022

    

My Dear Brothers in Christ,

The Lord give you peace!

   We have completed our 2022-2026 Quad-
rennial Chapter and many are beginning to 
move themselves and their poverty to new assignments….
new beginnings….and new adventures. It is both an excit-
ing time and a time to give our thanks to all who have 
helped us throughout the previous term. Let us especially 
hold in our hearts the beloved parishioners of Saint An-
thony of Padua Parish in Rockford, IL and Holy Family 
in Peoria, IL for their many years of prayers, dedication, 
financial support, and countless kindnesses to the friars 
throughout the years. The experiences and stories passed 
down by the friars who have been so blessed to minister 
there are legendary. 

   The decision to withdraw from these parishes whose 
hearts have become united with the hearts of our friars 
was not easy. The tears shed testify to our mutual disap-
pointment. But please do not see this difficult decision as 
a failure. Rather, it is an opportunity for us all to become 
new wine skins and take in what the Lord wants to give us 
through these changes. 

   This inspiring poem was written by one of the loving 
hearts God has touched through our ministry to her and 
her family:  

Seraph 
A WORD FROM OUR PROVINCIAL   

Good Franciscan Shepherds
Glimpsing God’s grace

in the kind face
of a rare friend

who dares to care
and not pretend

to be more than others,
touching the core 

of sisters and brothers
with genuine concern, love, 

and humility above
power, spite, and pride –

choosing mercy’s side.

Through God’s eyes they see the gifts in those around
allowing creativity to abound …..
Lifting people up, filling our cup,

not tearing down,
but sharing the crown

of everlasting life,
healing our hearts of strife.

To Christ’s love they point,
with peace they anoint.

The holy Catholic faith they teach;
with wisdom and compassion they preach…

celebrating Sacraments,
bearing life’s predicaments,

walking with us on the journey,
praying for us unceasingly,
building sacred community

for God and Christian unity.
Fully human they press into God’s perfect will,

helping others grow, act justly, be still.
Jesus shows them and us the better way

with the Holy Spirit’s guidance each day.
St. Francis gives true inspiration

in their lives of love and devotion.
Conventual Franciscans of Saint Bonaventure Province,

we’re so grateful for your good shepherding 
and humble service.

Continued on Page 2
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Continued from Page 1

   While we will no longer minister at Saint Anthony of Padua 
and Holy Family parishes, our work in the Lord’s vineyard 
continues in Australia, Chicago, Detroit, Milwaukee, Green 
Bay, and in Central Illinois. Like the Magi who followed 
the star to Bethlehem and found Jesus, we are called by our 
Franciscan way of life to be a shining light that helps everyone 
to see Jesus. Our friends and benefactors who help us in our 
ministries are co-partners in our mission. God has implanted a 
spark of the Divine in each of us. And when we work together 
for building up God’s Kingdom, we become the shining light 
reflecting the light of Christ for all to see. Invoking the trinity 
of gratitude, “Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!” to all our 
friars, relatives, friends, and benefactors who do so much to 
support our mission as we follow our call to serve the Lord 
and each other for the glory of God Almighty and for the Im-
maculata.

Peace and all good!

Invested in the Habit

Eric Rewa Paul Utterback

Eric and Paul join five others in the novitiate 
at Arroyo Grande.

Conventual Franciscan Novices
2022-2023

Front L-R: Connor Ouly, Colden Fell, Bob Moynihan, Marvin Fernandez
Back L-R: Paul Utterback, Andre Miller, Eric Rewa
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Chapter 
Part 1

First Week of Chapter - Province Photo

From Top Left - New Definitory with Minister General Carlos Trovarelli | Swearing in of new 
Provincial by Minister General | Mass, April 26 | Swearing in of New Definitory 
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Chapter
 Part 2 

July 1, 2022 
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Swearing in of Guardians
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Celebrating the 
end of Chapter 

with a 
Pizza Party! 



7

Welcome 
to Our 

Postulants

Three men were officially welcomed into the CFF 
Postulancy Program on July 8, 2022.  The Rite of 
Beginning Fraternity was held at the formation house 
located at St. Bonaventure Friary. Friar Paul Joseph 
Langevin, Minister Provincial of St. Bonaventure 
Province presided at the welcoming ceremony.  Friar 
Michael Heine, Minister Provincial of Our Lady of 
the Angels Province, was also present.  About a dozen 
friars from nearby friaries joined in welcoming our new 
postulants.  Our new postulants are:  James Muzzey (SB) 
from Holland, MI (originally from Germany), César 
Perez (OLA) from Paramus, NJ (originally from the 
Philippines), and Adam Wozniak (OLA) from Syracuse, 
NY.  After the welcoming ceremony, a fraternal dinner 
was enjoyed by everyone.
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    Thank you and blessings! On the first 
weekend of July, friars from the Province of Kenya 
assumed pastoral responsibility for St. Rose in 
Clintonville, WI and St. Mary’s in Bear Creek, WI 
in the Diocese of Green Bay. Simon Minyati and 
Ayub Mwenda will be assigned there in addition 
to a third friar from Kenya who will join them 
later. We thank Simon and Ayub for their time and 
service in St. Bonaventure Province and wish them 
every blessing as their Province begins this new 
mission!

The students at Saint Josaphat School shared their support and prayers for Ukraine.
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A New Shrine
Recently, liturgical artist Joe Malham 
designed a new shrine at at St Thomas of 
Canterbury to honor the Martyrs of the 
English Reformation. As part of this project, 
Joe created an original painting of Saints John 
Jones and John Wall, Franciscan Martyrs. 
Our novices Eric and Paul served as the 
models.

St Francis Friary modeling the 
Fetz collection (House of Hansen, 
designer) at the annual parish 
fashion show.
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Friars Bede and Jason arrive for their assignment 
at Mary, Mother of God Parish  (combination of 
Saint Ita, Thomas of Canterbury and Gregory the 
Great churches) 

Jason will profess his solemn vows here on August 
14th and be assigned here afterward. Bede will be 
ordained early in the new year.

In February, St. Ita had a holy hour for the canonization of Father Augustus Tolton, the first 
African-American Catholic priest. Bishop Joseph Perry, postulator for the cause, presided. The 
Postulants were on hand to offer their prayers.
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Friar Bernard Mary Fonkalsrud has two articles published in the Diocese of Broken Bay magazine 
(Broken Bay News), where he works. One is on the Stations of the Cross, the other is about the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). They are reprinted here (with permission) on the following pages.
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Upcoming Events 

Friars’ Day: Tuesday, August 9th, Great America
Marian Conference & Kolbe Award: Saturday, August 13th, Marytown
Jason Warrer’s Solemn Profession of Vows: Sunday, August 14th @ 3PM, St. Ita
Loaves and Fishes Gala: Saturday, October 8th, Milwaukee Athletic Club
 

The best perfection of a 
religious man is to do common 

things in a perfect manner. 
A constant fidelity in small 

things is a great and 
heroic virtue.

St. Bonaventure
Painting by Vittore Cirvelli, ca. 1481-1502


