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   A WORD FROM OUR PROVINCIALDear Friars, 

Praised be Jesus Christ!

   As we continue our Easter celebrations, I 
am reading a book, Divine Mercy: A Guide 
from Genesis to Benedict XVI by Robert 
Stackpole, STD. Chapter five is titled, St. 
Francis of Assisi and the Early Franciscans. In this chapter, the 
author uses a few examples from the prayers and stories of 
St. Francis, the early Franciscan sources, and the writings of 
St. Bonaventure, to show how St. Francis himself trusted in 
and preached about the mercy of God, and how St. Francis 
wanted to inspire his followers to trust and preach about 
Gods’ divine mercy.

   Some theologians and spiritual writers will go so far as to 
say that God’s Divine Mercy is His greatest attribute; but 
that is something to be discussed and debated in academic 
circles. What I think we are being called to do at this time 
in the Church is to call people’s attention to God’s merciful 
love lavishly being poured upon us.

   With the world still reeling from the effects of the pan-
demic, and people still afraid to gather or even come back to 
Church and the Sacraments, what we need to do as Francis-
cans is follow the example of St. Francis and the early Fran-
ciscans, and preach by word and example about how we have 
been transformed and sustained by God’s Divine Mercy.

   Who of us can stand before God the Father and claim that 
Jesus had to die for us? Who of us can claim that we so per-
fectly follow God, His will, His Law, the Commandments, 
and the Beatitudes, that we do not need to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation?

Seraph

   
   On Friday, February 12, 
the staff and residents 
of St. Joseph Home 
in Palatine, Illinois, 
celebrated the 70th 
anniversary of Br. Martin Schmitz’s 
First Profession of Vows. It was also 
pointed out that Br. Martin was one of 
the Friars who had been at Marytown 
from its early days in Kenosha through 
its establishment as the National 
Shrine of St. Maximilian Kolbe in Libertyville.

   Br. Martin is quick to give thanks and praise to our 
Lord for his vocation and life as a Franciscan Brother. 
He says that one of the spiritual highlights of his life 
is when he visited Mount Alvernia in Italy where St. 
Francis received the stigmata.

   Living at St. Joseph Home, Br. Martin tells us, is the 
‘frosting on the cake.’ He is very grateful to be a part of 
the community there. Whether leading the Rosary or 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy for prayer groups, or through 
sharing his faith with anyone he meets with during his 
day, Brother is an inspiration to all who live and work 
there. They say they feel blessed to have him as a part 
of the St. Joseph Home family.

May God be praised, forever!	

May God be praised, forever!
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Continued from Page 1

   As friars, have we internalized our Rule and Constitu-
tions so that our lives can be held up as an example for 
others to follow? I know we are not bad men, because 
bad men do not profess the Gospel and struggle to live 
the vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience. But where 
would we be if we did not experience God’s Divine 
Mercy, not just once a day, but throughout the day?

   Pope Francis reminds us that the Church is not for the 
perfect, but a field hospital for the wounded. We have all 
been wounded by sin! We are all disordered. We are diso-
rientated because, as St. Paul says, “The spirit is willing 
but the flesh is weak.” I know that our culture does not 
like to hear that we are disordered, but as men of the 
Gospel we proclaim the truth of the Gospel, in and out 
of season. We are all in need of God’s Divine Mercy, and 
when we open up ourselves to God’s Divine Mercy we 
are changed, we are not the same! It is Gods’ grace that 
moves us to come to the wellspring of His mercy and 
love. It is Gods’ grace that enables us to recognize that 
we need Him, that we need to confess our sins, that we 
need to celebrate and receive Him in the Eucharist, the 
source and summit of who we are and are called to be.

   As men of the Word, men of the Gospel called to live 
in community with one another, with our God, and 
even with our world, let our lives proclaim God’s Divine 
Mercy! Tell the story of how God’s merciful love saved 
and continues to save you. As some banking commer-
cials say: “Don’t bounce back but bounce forward!”  An-
nouncing God’s merciful love in word and deed will truly 
have a transforming effect not only on the Church but 
on the world as well. Let’s not be afraid to cast our nets 
into the deeper waters! With God at our side, we have 
nothing to lose! 

God bless,
Michael

Let’s not be afraid to cast our nets into the 
deeper waters! With God at our side, we 

have nothing to lose! 
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Celebrating the Triduum

Marytown

St. Ita & St. Gregory

Continued on pages 4 to 7
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Sharon Felten, a 
parishioner, has 
been decorating 

our Paschal Candle 
for years. She’s 

pictured holding her 
masterpiece.

Paschal Candles for St. Ita, 
St. Thomas of Canterbury,

And St. Gregory

Basilica of 
St. Josaphat
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Our Lady of the Rosary
The friars of Mount St. Francis gathered for Easter 

Lunch. The table was festooned by Tony Fox. Pictured 
from left to right: Alejandro López, Tony Fox, Bernard 
Mary Funkalsrud, David Blowey, Dominic Levaq and 

Leonides Mateo.

St. Gregory

St. Bonaventure 
Friary
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Novitiate

The Easter Bunny made it through 
Covid again this year and arrived 

safely at the novitiate.



In March this year, Bernard Mary Fonkalsrud of the Australian Delegation of Our Lady Help of 
Christians began employment with the Diocese of Broken Bay (northern suburbs of Sydney up to the 
Central Coast) as the ‘Sacramental Life and RCIA Coordinator.’ This ministry is well suited to Bernard, 
who has a background in teaching both in school and parish environments. His role involves the 
ongoing formation and support of parish coordinators, creating and reviewing resource material, as 
well as working with the wider diocesan ‘Parish Renewal & Discipleship’ team and their initiatives. 

Friary at St. Ita

BasilicaClose up of flowers
at Kellyville
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St. Josaphat Parish School was featured in a recent issue of the 
Catholic Herald!  
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Continued on pages 10-11

From Catholic Forester 
magazine, Spring 2021
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Upcoming Events 

Friars Day, Marytown 
  with Fr. Wayne Hellmann (afternoon only) Thursday, July 15 
  & 1st Profession of Friar Anthony Ruffolo @7pm (tentative)

Ordination of Thomas Fetz to the Priesthood, St. Ita
  11am Saturday, September 18

Strategic Planning Day, Marytown
 with representatives from Plante Moran Monday, October 11 (all day)

Dates for Ordinary Provincial Chapter (2022), Marytown
  First Session: April 25 - 29, 2022 
  Second Session: June 27 - July 1, 2022

O Lord Jesus,
through You I humbly beg the merciful Father

to send the Holy Spirit of grace,
that He may bestow upon us His sevenfold gifts.

May He send us the gift of WISDOM,
which will make us relish the Tree of Life

that is none other than Yourself;
the gift of UNDERSTANDING,

which will enlighten us;
the gift of COUNSEL,

which will guide us in the way of righteousness;
and the gift of FORTITUDE,

which will give us the strength to vanquish
the enemies of our sanctification and salvation.

May He impart to us the gift of KNOWLEDGE,
which will enable us to discern Your teaching

and distinguish good from evil;
the gift of PIETY,

which will make us enjoy true peace;
and the gift of FEAR,

which will make us shun all iniquity
and avoid all danger of offending Your Majesty.

To the Father
and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit
be given all glory and thanksgiving forever.

Amen.


