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In 2006 when someone phoned the parish of St. John the
Baptist in Clinton, Illinois, requesting assistance, they were
referred to an individual parishioner who “took care” of
them from her home. Funding for this assistance came
from the proceeds of the weekly BINGO. Accounting for
the expenditure of funds was a photocopy of the Outreach
Checkbook. This system was adequate for awhile, howev-
er some storm clouds were gathering.

BINGO at the parish was slowly
dying. Attendance was dropping off
due to the new Illinois Law prohibiting
smoking in public places as well as the
introduction of computerized Bingo
Machines. After much discussion, it
was decided to close the weekly Bingo
and thank those who had volunteered for many years. All
well and good, but what about those people who depend-
ed on the monetary support which was realized through
the funding of the Bingo. What do we do?

The situation was presented to the Parish Pastoral
Council. It was decided to ask the people of St. John the
Baptist to support the efforts of the Outreach Ministry

through a second
collection. Once a
month, on the
second Sunday of
the month, an
a d d i t i o n a l

collection would be taken up for the support of
the Outreach Ministry. This collection began in
July of 2007 and has been on-going ever since.

Because a greater accountability was
desired by the Parish Pastoral Council, the
Outreach Ministry is currently coordinated

through the Parish Office. Rules and Guidelines have been
established. Mondays and Wednesdays from 9 am until
2 pm people may come to make requests for assistance.
Since the parish cannot support a traditional food pantry,
gift certificates are purchased from the local Save-A-Lot
Food Store. This system has proven to work well.
Save-A-Lot does not sell liquor or tobacco products. Thus

the certificates may be
used to obtain any other
item a person or family
may need. Often personal
hygiene and cleaning sup-
plies are not covered by
the Food Stamp Program.

The certificates enable people to
supplement what other services or
agencies do not cover.

This Summer has proven to be a great
challenge for the St. John the Baptist
Outreach Ministry Funds. LIHEAP—the organization that
typically assists with power and water bills had no money.
The State of Illinois literally closed their doors in the face
of the poor and elderly and told them to: “keep warm and
well-fed.” The people of St. John the Baptist stepped up
to meet the challenge. Listed above is what the parish was
able to give to those who came to the Church in August
seeking help. Please note well—99.99% of those seek-
ing assistance are not associated with the Catholic Church
and typically un-Churched. We are reminded that Jesus
said, “I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.
These also I must lead…” (John 10:16).

THIS SUMMER I…
(Editor’s note: Friars at various levels of formation were
asked to share some of their summer experiences. Enjoy
their reflections…)

Fr. Hans Flondor: This summer, I was stationed at
St. Anthony of Padua Parish in Rockford. While there, I
deaconed at the Sunday Masses, including the Italian
Fest Mass. During the week, I was enrolled in a C.P.E.
(Clinical Pastoral Education) course at Rockford Memorial
Hospital. Four others from different denominational back-
grounds were also enrolled (see picture below). Together,
we ministered in the different areas of the hospital. My
units included nephrology, dialysis, progressive care and
transitional care with a focus on respiratory and neurolog-
ical problems. Many times I ministered beyond these
areas. I attended to a person suffering from a cat bite, to
suicide attempts, to those with chronic illnesses, others
actively dying and to families grieving the death of loved

ones. Being the only Catholic in the group, at times I was
asked to help the other interns because their patients
requested a Catholic priest. I was the best that they had,
when a priest could not be found. I kept the other chap-
lains close to teach the patients that no matter what our
Christian denomination, we are all centered on Christ
when we pray. When it came to the sacraments, well that
is where it became confusing for the non-Catholic chap-
lains.

The course allowed me to be pushed in directions I
did and did not expect, yet I am glad for having this

PART ONE OF A SPECIAL FOUR-PART STORY
Outreach—A Ministry to the Poor and
Those in Need By Fr. Jam e s P. He nn ing

(Continued on page 3.)

August Outreach
Power Assistance $942.56
Rent Assistance $325.00

Water Assistance $142.24
Rx: Assistance $209.00

6 individuals were helped
with Food Vouchers

Debbie Askins, parish secretary, gives Sue an intake form to be
filled out to indicate the amount of financial support she requires
for rental assistance.

Fr. Jim speaks with senior citizen John about how
the parish can help with an outstanding water bill.



LABOR DAY PARTIES

In Dearborn Heights, Michigan, an outside picnic
planned for Labor Day quickly moved inside as the
weather changed the night before (dropping from 99 to
60 degrees). Chief chef, Fr. John Krzyzanski of Saint
Anthony Province cooked while our own Br. Jim O'Brien
supervised. A "Buffet" was set up in the Friary Kitchen.
Looks like plenty of eats!(Pictured above and left)

The House of Studies in Chicago hosted a Labor Day
celebration to welcome the new postulants (see story
on page 5). All hands were on board to help with cook-
ing…and feasting! (Pictured right.)
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HOLY FAMILY PARISH in Peoria, Illinois was privileged with a visit
from Fr. Abraham Crisostomo, OFM Conv. and his translator, Dianne
Young, for the weekend of August 27-28. Father Abraham shared his
experiences of life and ministry in Mexico with parishioners at all the
weekend masses. A second collection was then taken up for Holy
Family’s sister parish, The Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, in
Tlacoachistlahuaca, Mexico. On Saturday evening Fr. Abraham, Dianne
the friars of Holy Family and the entire Mexican Mission Committee
enjoyed a wonderful dinner at the home of two of its members, Skip and
Paula Morris (pictured right).

FEAST OF ST. BONAVENTURE FEASTING In Bloomington, Illinois,
the "Boys of Peoria" gathered to celebrate the Patronal Feast of the
Province, meeting at Jim's Steak House for lunch. The central site was
chosen so that all could celebrate fraternally and then return to their
respective parishes for evening meetings (pictured left).



experience. Part of this course is presenting cases about
patients visited to the group. Through questions and shar-
ing they help you to see your strengths and weakness in
how you ministered to the patient. Even though I did not
like what I heard all the time, I kept an open mind, and
I learned a lot about myself and how I can be more
effective in future situations.

Friar Paul M. Schneider: This past summer I partic-
ipated in the Franciscan Study Pilgrimage to Assisi in prepa-
ration to profess my Solemn Vows. I cannot imagine a
greater preparation for Solemn Vows than to be able to visit
and walk in the footsteps of St. Francis. The pilgrimage was
just the right balance of visiting sites and churches, attend-
ing lectures, having time for prayer and just breathing in the
culture and relaxing. (Who knew there were so many dif-
ferent flavors of gelato?)

Many places, events, and people stand out in my
mind as I look back on my pilgrimage/retreat. Walking
in the shadow of Saint Peter’s Basilica and witnessing the
great number of pilgrims from around the world, visiting

the four Major Basilicas of Rome, and standing in awe at
all of the ancient and beautiful churches and Roman ruins,
helped me to realize how large the Church is and how old
it is. At Greccio (pictured left), in the beautiful Rieti Valley,
the Incarnation and our responsibility to make God known
to others made a deep impact as we celebrated Christmas
with a special Mass and a Christmas pranzo. Assisi was
like walking back in time to the Middle Ages. The simplic-

ity of St. Clare’s tomb and praying
in front of the original San
Damiano Crucifix, the ironic hustle
and bustle of the crowds at the
tomb of St. Francis, walking on
the same streets and visiting
some of the same churches as
Francis, and witnessing the faith
of hundreds of young people who
were on pilgrimage to San
Damiano are memories that will
be etched in my mind.

My favorite place to pray was
at the Porziuncola. We were privi-
leged to celebrate Mass in this lit-
tle Church that meant so much to
Francis. It was here that the early

friars learned to live the Rule. It was here where he put
his trust in Our Lady. It was here where Francis died.
There was a special peace here, though this small church
is engulfed by the huge Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels.

In Padua we visited the tomb of St. Anthony. Besides
his tomb, the focus of the Basilica of St. Anthony is on the
Eucharist. Mass is celebrated throughout the day. The
importance of the Eucharist and of good preaching was
brought home here.

To celebrate the beauty of God’s creation, we ended
our pilgrimage by visiting the beautiful city of Venice and
the huge Basilica of St. Mark. We also had the opportu-
nity to attend an outdoor opera in an ancient coliseum in
Verona, which was a prayer in itself (pictured

lower left).

One of our leaders kept
track and by walking in the
footsteps of Francis, we
walked over 60 miles in the
first three weeks! The trip
helped to make everything
that we had learned and
heard about in formation
classes come alive. This

experience deepened and strengthened my desire to live
the rest of my life as a Friar. I will be forever grateful for
this experience.

Br. Peter Joseph O’Malley: Never in my twenty-
one short years have I lived outside of the Midwest.
However, this past summer I had the marvelous opportu-
nity to stay with our Conventual brothers in Lourdes,
France–the city wherein Our Lady appeared to St.
Bernadette in 1858. Our brothers in France reside year-

round in a small and narrow friary but a few paces from
Bernadette’s most impoverished residence, the Cachot or
the “dungeon.” During the summer pilgrimage season, a
larger guest friary welcomes a variety of student friars
from around the globe, among whom I had the privilege
of being the sole
American (Pictured
thrid from the left,
above). We student fri-
ars gave tours on the
life of Maximilian Kolbe
in a small exhibition
space near the Cachot
(pictured right).

Having taken a year of
French at my university,
I refined the sparse
French I already knew
and expanded my knowledge of the tongue by attending
a language school for three weeks. Afterwards, I spent
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the subsequent three weeks practicing my French in the
friary’s kitchen as a sous-sous-chef in the mornings and
giving a mix of English and French tours on the life of St.
Maximilian Kolbe in the afternoons. In spite of my initial
culture shock, my experience in France among the friars
was beneficial beyond my original expectations: it
fortified my Franciscan vocation, gave me a stronger
appreciation of my brothers in Chicago, renewed my
desire to promote the MI, and reinvigorated my devotion
to Our Lady. In all, c’était fort exquis! (Pictured above,
Friar Peter Joseph on a Sunday outing to the Pyrenees
Mountains.)

Friar Paul J. Langevin: Having
left Milwaukee after a Sunday morn-
ing Mass and traveling for nearly 20
hours before arriving in Australia, it
felt as if I were in a dream. To be half
way around the globe and to experi-
ence ministry and Franciscan life in another part of the
world was truly a great blessing. The time away helped

me gain a small
glimpse of what it
must be like for
so many of our fri-
ars who leave
family, friends,
and all the com-
forts of the famil-
iar, to be of serv-
ice in another part
of the world. The
"Down Under"
experience also
helped me appre-
ciate a broader

view of our Franciscan heritage and fraternal life outside
the boundaries of our apostolates, Province, and country.

The Aussie (be certain to pronounce it
“Aw-zee”) friars are all truly great guys
(pictured at right)! I was so welcomed
and was most fortunate to have been able
to meet and spend time with them all--
including Alfred and Greg who will be with
us at the House of Studies as postulants.
(See story on page 5.) Whether it was
teaching me about Australian settlement

history, the
various cultur-
al influences, native trees, flo-
rae and faunae, or clueing me
in on Aussie slang, I was gra-
ciously treated as a brother.

It wasn't all fun and
games with the kangaroos

and koala bears while I was "Down Under." I was able
to assist with the ministry of music by playing the organ

during several of the Masses and
the various devotions. I was also
able to shadow the friars as they
went about their ministries (e.g.,
house and business blessings, hos-
pital visits, planning funeral litur-
gies, Franciscan Mission
Association, etc.), and assisting
with various friary tasks and
chores. Many of the parishioners I
met are so devoted and faithful. It
is such a beautiful thing to witness
and experience support and love
between parishioners and friars in

their mutual ministry to one another. Also during my
time at Kellyville, I was a featured guest speaker at the
school and at a parish youth group meeting. I'll be cer-
tain next time, however, to pack my gumboots for help-
ing to feed the "chooks" (chickens) and collecting their
eggs (pictured bottom, left).

While at the time I had no idea what was to lie ahead
for my summer experience, now, I absolutely smile know-

ing it was Divine
Providence and
through the interces-
sion of Father
Francis and Our
Lady that I was
blessed at the
"extractions" with
Our Lady of the
Rosary during our
annual Epiphany
party this past year.
I can see you
already smiling and
chuckling before I

even tell you that the name of the parish in Kellyville
where I spent the majority of my time while in Australia
was, indeed, Our Lady of the Rosary.

I look forward to sharing with you, mates, more of
my Aussum summer experience.
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INTRODUCING THE 2011-12 POSTULANTS
OF ST. BONAVENTURE PROVINCE

Timothy Sheridan was
born in Lakewood, Ohio and
served in the Navy for a
time in search and rescue,
and later in marketing. He
is also a certified life guard
and helps maintain several

area public swimming pools. Tim studied for the
Diocese of Cleveland for a time and has a BA in
Communications. His parish priest, a Mundelein gradu-
ate, introduced him to the Conventuals.

Alex Rasmussen was
born in Pontiac, Illinois and
has been studying philoso-
phy and physics at
Wesleyan University,
Bloomington, Illinois. A
lover of math and science,
Alex is also a musician and
has tried his hand at acting in the local Pontiac

Community Theater. He stumbled onto the Conventuals
after visiting friends in Mundelein who joined in the
New Year’s Eve liturgy at Marytown.

Alfred Soliman
(Australian Custody) was
born in Cairo, Egypt. His
family immigrated to
Australia in 1989. He holds
a Masters Degree in
Engineering and has been
employed as a chemical

engineer with Sydney Water.

Gregory Westenberg
(Australian Custody) has a
BA in Classical Languages
and French, and has been
working toward a second
degree in Psychology. He
has experience in working
as an assistant to several
Members of Parliament including spending some time
in England working as a Health Researcher.

2011 DATES AND ANNIVERSARIES

Sept 19-21 Definitory, Chicago, begin 1:00 p.m.
Sept 20 Welcoming ceremony for new

postulants, Chicago, 5:00 p.m.
Oct 29 Basilica of St. Josaphat Loaves

and Fishes Gala,
Milwaukee, WI, Mass 4:00 p.m.

Nov 29-30 Definitory, Chicago, begin 1:00 p.m.
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

1711-2011 300th Anniversary of death of
Blessed Bonaventure of Potenza

1941-2011 70th Anniversary of death of
St. Maximilian Kolbe

1981-2011 30th Anniversary of the establishment
of St. Joseph of Cupertino Province

1991-2011 20th Anniversary of the deaths
of Michael Tomaszek &
Zbigniew Strzalkowski

Pope John Paul II and a number of cardinals,
Bartholomew I, spiritual leader of all Orthodox
Christians,a dozen Jewish rabbis, including some
from Israel, 30 Muslim imams from Iran, Iraq, Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, and Pakistan, ministers representing
Baptists, Lutherans, Anglicans, Methodists,
Presbyterians, Pentecostals, Disciples of Christ,
Mennonites, Quakers, Moravians, The Salvation
Army and the World Council of Churches all came to
Assisi for a world day of peace twenty-five years ago,
on January 24, 1986. Out of that meeting came the
Decalogue of Assisi for Peace: 1. We commit our-
selves to proclaiming our firm conviction that vio-
lence and terrorism are incompatible with the authen-
tic spirit of religion, and, as we condemn every
recourse to violence and war in the name of God or
of religion, we commit ourselves to doing everything
possible to eliminate the root causes of terrorism. 2.
We commit ourselves to educating people to mutual
respect and esteem, in order to help bring about a

peaceful and fraternal coexistence between people of
different ethnic groups, cultures and religions.
3. We commit ourselves to fostering the culture of
dialogue, so that there will be an increase of under-
standing and mutual trust between individuals and
among peoples, for these are the premise of authen-
tic peace. 4. We commit ourselves to defending the
right of everyone to live a decent life in accordance
with their own cultural identity, and to form freely a
family of his own. 5. We commit ourselves to frank
and patient dialogue, refusing to consider our differ-
ences as an insurmountable barrier, but recognizing
instead that to encounter the diversity of others can
become an opportunity for greater reciprocal under-
standing. 6. We commit ourselves to forgiving one
another for past and present errors and prejudices,
and to supporting one another in a common effort
both to overcome selfishness and arrogance, hatred
and violence, and to learn from the past that peace
without justice is no true peace. 7. We commit our-

selves to taking the side of the poor and the helpless,
to speaking out for those who have no voice and to
working effectively to change these situations, out of
the convinction that no one can be happy alone. 8.
We commit ourselves to taking up the cry of those
who refuse to be resigned to violence and evil, and
we desire to make every effort possible to offer the
men and women of our time real hope for justice and
peace. 9. We commit ourselves to encouraging all
efforts to promote friendship between peoples, for
we are convinced that, in the absence of solidarity
and understanding between peoples, technological
progress exposes the world to a growing risk of
destruction and death. 10. We commit ourselves to
urging leaders of nations to make every effort to cre-
ate and consolidate, on the national and internation-
al levels, a world of solidarity and peace based on
justice. (From http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/
john_paul_ii/letters/2002/documents/hf_jp-
ii_let_20020304_capi-stato_en.html)

Peace & JusticePeace & Justice
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IF ANY PARISH HAS EXTRA MASS STIPENDS, PLEASE SEND THEM TO THE PROVINCIAL OFFICE.


